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THIS MONTH'S
RECOMMENDED DISCS:

L

Edicson Ruls
unearths some
late 18th-cantury

Our pick of the new releases

NEW YORK

Brian Wise manages to lind some
string feasts among the holiday fare

WHILE MUCH OF NEW YORK went on
a Messtal binge in December, intrepid
cancerigoers who ventured 1o Bargemusic
ot the Brookbm waterlron! heard several
highhy varied chamber music concerts,

A trio ol violimist Tim Fain, cellis
Wendy Sutter and pianist Pedia Muzijevic
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Ionarded El'll."lk’ll].{l.‘llli 12 December for
celebration of the consummately eclectic
Mew York composer and guaitarist Joel
Harrison. Fain and Sutter are both active in
e musie circles and togetlier released an
allmarny of Flarrison's cliambser mosic last vear,
[rom which this PraEramme was drawn
Harrson's music is an dmalgam of
Mammmsalam, g and Amencm folk styles, as
heard in ||I-|IIII".|l'|”jH'-' 3 Vioderr, a two-movement
'ﬁl'l]:'l \'il'lll'll W H'k. |"'|.l'i|| im 1H'rll|“|““{ 5 ..Il{'"ﬁ

and a North Indian raga. Both movements,
‘Lonesome Valley' and

Life Ferce: Tem Faln and
Wendy Suttér celebrate the
miusic of Joel Harrison

"August Winds: Diesolation
Peak, offered a plattorm

for Fain's bright wone
and flnid but emphatic
I strokes, which at
tirmies had the brstle of
an Apgalachian ddler.
Sutter bac her own unigue
techmigue - ‘circular
barwang” i which the baw
tip chaiges anple dunimg
irp-stroke and down-stroke
1o Chesate a ringing sound
anl bell-like irmonics
of open strngs, This
ws Lesed throughout
the twelve-minute solo
Lo Towarrd the Light.

Faiss windd Sutter o
s me common groumnd
in Harrison's Life Force,
a spare-lestured, resthess
duo in three movements,
Aael with a sharp left
furn, the trio devoled the
sacond half to a forceful
accomnt of Schubert’s
Fiano Trio no.1 in B Lt
majar, with dynamic
contrasts and attachks
pushed 1o the hilt,

Trio Vela, an energetic voung ensemble
that includes violimist Asmira Woodward-
Page, cellist Amy Barston ancd paanist Olga
Vinegkur made no such allowances to the
standard repertonre when ot appeared al
Bargempsic on 17 December. The concert
opencd with fennifer Higdon's 2003 Fiano
T, whase reflective first movement
Pale Yellow” recalls the breesy folksiness
of Aaron Copland, with mwore contrapuntal
ingenuity han the composer in his
populist mode, The musicians displaved
unamimity of aitack, intomation and
pesture, especially in its perpelual- motion
finale, ‘Fiery Red.

Seoit Wheeler's Tnio no. 2, "Camera
Dances” (19269, a four-movement
study in spare textures and Stravinskian
abrasiveness had an air of delicacy,
transparendy and sturdy crafismanship
im the trio's hands, | missed the final piece,
Fred Hersch’s Piano Trio, Dt Trio Vela
hai made a fine impression all the same,

O course, chamber mivse Rourlshed
clsewhere in December, tho. The Chamber
Music Society of Lincoln Center gave
its armual |I1l|il-|-1!- trwversal ol Bach's
Brandenburg concertos on 21 December.,
This staple sells out year alter year, despiie
the Fact that the pieces weren't writien for
any holiday.

['II|'1-|L‘|. 2% .L]lll-“'t'il sopiibe B Lieiis e
a high-class cast of characters; violinisty
Amy Lee and Jessica Lee brought some
dvnamic interplay to the First Concerto;
the vielindst fennifer Frautschi offered
spirited, nuanced playing in the Fourth; the
vaolists Paul Neobaver and Mark Holloway
delivered woody warmth 1o the Sixth, while
cellist Fred Sherry and bassist Kurt Murali
provided an earthy Toundation.

The Third Concerto was the cvening’s
[ugh point, with an appenling contrast
between the muscular, emphatic playing



